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Eagle Peak Wilderness (4 units)
San Diego River & Cedar Creek Wild & Scenic Rivers

(potential Wilderness and Wild & Scenic Rivers)

California Bear Republic Flag

Watershed of the San
Diego River : clean drinking
water

Federal species of
concern : two-striped
garter snake &
southwestern pond turtle

Remote, rugged region with
dramatic canyons:
waterfalls, pools, and lush
riparian habitat.

Four potential Wilderness
areas.

Two potential Wild &
Scenic Rivers.

Cleveland National Forest
20,000 acres-approx.

Contact Information:

Camille Armstrong

Sierra Club

858-566-5676
4camille@san.rr.com

Located within an hour's
drive of over two million peo-
ple, this 20,000 acre wildland
consists of four distinct units
(from north to south): San
Diego River Gorge, Eagle
Peak, Sill Hill, and No Name.

In addition, two Wild and
Scenic River segments will
complete the protection of
this unique natural area: San
Diego River and Cedar Creek.

The region is rugged,
seldom-visited and undis-
turbed, providing a breath-
taking variety of geology and
plant and animal life at the
eastern edge of San Diego’s
growing communities.

San Diego County

Relaxing along the San Diego River

Deep canyon in Eagle Peak

The eastern edge of the
wilderness complex touches
Cuyamaca Rancho State Park,
increasing the area’s preser-
vation potential. From the
western face of Cuyamaca
Peak at over 6,000 feet, the
land falls quickly to a 10-mile-
wide, west-sloping bench
carved by isolated, nearly in-
accessible canyons.

Cedar Creek is so re-
mote that visitors have the
feeling they are truly the
first ones there, reporting
“no trails, no trash, no foot-
prints, “not even the signs of
broken branches from previ-
ous passersby.”

Exploration of this re-




Eagle Peak Wilderness & San Diego River

& Cedar Creek Wild & Scenic Rivers

Cedar Creek Waterfall

mote area has revealed unsur-
veyed archaeological sites,
rugged creeks and rivers bro-
ken by dramatic waterfalls and
deep pools, and numerous spe-
cies of special concern.

Two federal species of
concern, the two-striped gar-
ter snake and the southwest-
ern pond turtle, live in the
area’s creeks.

Once common in Califor-
nia, these species have fallen
victim to development in their
wetlands habitat; protecting
this area will ensure that it re-
mains a good home for them in
perpetuity.

High species diversity in
the Eagle Peak area is likely
due to the lack of development
nearby, the inaccessibility of
the chaparral-clad slopes and
steep gorges, and the pres-
ence of water year-round, a
rarity in southern California.

Preserving this de-
facto wildlife refuge should be
the highest priority for the
US Forest Service, and for
San Diegans.

The Eagle Peak Com-
plex protects the headwa-
ters of the San Diego
River, one source of San
Diego’s local water supply.

Indeed, the Cleveland
National Forest was cre-
ated originally to assure
watershed protection, and
wilderness status will give
this protection forever.

The four units of the
wilderness complex are
separated only by main-
tained dirt roads, and
these will remain open to
provide access for low-
impact recreation in the
wilderness areas them-
selves.

Illegal entry of off-
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highway vehicles is a major
threat to this fragile and
biologically vital landscape.
t this possibility.

This federal protec-
tion will allow present and
future generations to ex-
perience these last rem-
nants of San Diego's re-
markable and beautiful wild
river gorges and rugged
mountain slopes in their
natural condition.

Cleveland

Mation
Forest

Pauma Valley  Palomar

Lilac

arf Qakgrove

Maunt
warner
Springs

Ranch

Valley Certer

Al
Marcos.. . Escondido

La Costa

Leucadia
Ranl.'.hu
ancho El:mar ]
Santa Fe

Endinitas

Cardiff-by-the-Sea
Solana Beach

[l Mar

La Jolla (J m

Pacific Beach
Mission Beach
Dtean Beach |Downtown

an
Paint Loma

Poway

Mational City
Chula Vista

San Diego R. Gorge

Santes

San Fellipe
Sarita Ysabel

* Julian

Bamona Tne Valley

* arna
:'-.rda d Statc Far

tIDI'IET

No Name

Alping

El
La M#s3_Spring ‘-.I'EIIII:';.I
Lemon Grove

Jamul

Imperial Beach | 9 San Ysidro

Tijuana




